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Dear Ocean Lovers,

Welcome to the inaugural Blue Water EduFest – an event curated by ocean lovers 
for like-minded individuals who are passionate about marine conservation. Over the 
next four days, we will hear from an exciting conference line-up of marine experts 
and exchange ideas about how we can play our part to protect our waters.  

Organised by ONE15 Events Management, the Blue Water EduFest seeks to educate 
and raise awareness among the public about the delicate ocean ecosystem and the 
impact of activities such as pollution and overfishing on marine life. At the same 
time, the event wishes to acknowledge and highlight the tireless efforts of marine 
conservationists around the region, who have contributed to the conservation and 
restoration of the coastal and marine environments, through research, environmental 
education and sustainable, community-based initiatives.

As an avid boater and diver myself, the marine world holds a special place in my 
heart. Its underwater beauty and rich biodiversity never cease to amaze me. Sadly, 
with climate change and decades of industrial pollution, our oceans are no longer 
as pristine as they were.

My hope is that Blue Water EduFest will be a force for real change. May this 
event inspire boaters and yacht owners, entrepreneurs and social-preneurs, eco-
personalities and celebrities, media influencers and individuals to join hands and 
advance the “Blue Water movement” together.

FOREWORD



In closing, I want to thank our partners Citi Private Bank, Singapore Tourism Board, 
Sentosa Development Corporation, International SeaKeepers Society Asia, Nanyang 
Inc, Gen.T and Tatler for your support, which has helped to make the Blue Water 
EduFest a reality. I also want to thank Archwey, SDAX, Green Lab, Bentley and East 
Imperial for their generous sponsorships, and Sunseap for providing clean energy 
for this event.

Finally, I would like to thank all of you for joining the Blue Water EduFest. Let us learn 
from each other and work together to make our waters blue again.

Arthur Tay,
Chief Executive Officer & Executive Director of SUTL Limited/ 

Chairman of SUTL Corporation/ Chairman of Blue Water EduFest

FOREWORD



The Ocean Collective Summit (TOCS) is It’s not the very first conference to be held in 
Singapore, but OUR very first conference and I am delighted to be able to welcome 
all my like-minded peers to share their knowledge with our conservation community.

The International SeaKeepers Society started off with a small group of international 
yacht owners who saw the detrimental effects of climate change during their journeys 
at sea, and resolved to take action. 

Twenty-two years on, we now have representation in Asia and have a large number 
of active members who contribute to conservation efforts on a regular basis. This just 
goes to show what can be done if we all put our hearts and minds to it.

One of our key focus is to help raise awareness through education. Over the next 
two days, we have gathered pioneers and experts who will generously share their 
knowledge and findings during the conference. It will give us a better understanding 
of ecological issues we face and how we as inhabitants of this planet can all do our 
part, no matter big or small, to protect our future.

The ocean is an important source of life on Earth and I hope The Ocean Collective 
Summit can help our next generations realise its importance so that they can become 
better stewards of the oceans.

Julian Chang
President,
The International SeaKeepers Society,
Asia

FOREWORD



DAY 1: 3 November 2022 (Constellation Ballroom Level 2)
The Ocean Collective Summit 2022 (TOCS)

PROGRAMME

Time Activity

09:00 Registration and morning tea

10:00
Welcome Address
Arthur Tay, Chairman and CEO, SUTL Group

10:10
Blue Water EduFest Opening Address
Guest of Honour, Minister Desmond Lee, Ministry for National 
Development and Minister-in-Charge of Social Services Integration

10:20
Opening of The Ocean Collective Summit 2022
Jay Wade, Chairman, The International SeaKeepers Society

10:30

Keynote Lecture - Global Developments in Ocean Sustainability
Fabien Cousteau, Aquanaut, Oceanographic Explorer, Environmental 
Advocate, Founder of the Fabien Cousteau Ocean Learning Center and
Proteus Ocean Group

11:00
Keynote Lecture - 
Surviving the Climate Crisis in the Heart of Ocean Biodiversity
Carol Phua, Global Coral Reef Initiative Leader, WWF Oceans Practice

11:30 Break

11:45 Fireside Chat - Fabien Cousteau & Carol Phua

12:15 Lunch

13:45 Getting to Know Singapore

13:50

Singapore Showcase -
Marine Biodiversity Conservation in a Changing Climate
Dr Karenne Tun, Director of the Coastal and Marine and Terrestrial Branches, 
National Biodiversity Centre, National Parks Board (NParks)

14:10

Singapore Showcase - 
The National Action Strategy on Marine Litter
Hazri Hassan, Divisional Director, International Policy Division, Ministry of     
Sustainability and Environment



PROGRAMME

Time Activity

14:30
Singapore Showcase -
Building Capability for Sustainability Efforts through Education
Dr Steven Fong, Programme Chair DMAC, Republic Polytechnic

14:50 Break

15:00
Singapore Showcase Panel Discussion - 
Dr Karenne Tun, Hazri Hassan, Dr Steven Fong, Dr Zeehan Jafaar (Moderator)

16:00
Keynote Lecture - The Power of Partnerships in Ocean Conservation
Anna Marsden, Managing Director, The Great Barrier Reef Foundation

16:30 Tea networking session

17:30 End of TOCS (Day 1)

Time Activity

19:00 Arrival of guests

19:30
Welcome Note
Arthur Tay, Chairman and CEO, SUTL Group

19:45
Opening Performance
Piano prodigy, Mikkel Myer Lee

20:05 Presentation by Fabien Cousteau

20:20
Live Performance
Jazz Vocalist, Joanna Dong

20:40 Networking cocktail session

22:00 End of BWE (Day 1)

DAY 1: 3 November 2022 (Glass Marquee)
Blue Water EduFest (BWE)



DAY 2: 4 November 2022 (Constellation Ballroom Level 2)
The Ocean Collective Summit 2022 (TOCS)

PROGRAMME

Time Activity

09:00 Registration and morning tea

10:00
Keynote Lecture - Investing in a Sustainable Blue Economy 
Harlin Singh, Global Head of Sustainable Investing, Citi Global Wealth

10:30
Keynote Lecture - rPlastics - The Solution to a Global Crisis 
Alen Lim, Global Sales Director, Archwey

11:00 Break

11:15
Keynote Lecture - Conservation in Tourism
Elaine Kwee, Co-Founder, Sea Communities

11:45
Keynote Lecture - Why Double Materiality Matters 
Tan Bee Lay, Chief Sustainability Officer, SDAX

12:15 Lunch

13:45
Keynote Lecture -
Resolving Threats to Our Oceans with Innovative Inland Solutions 
Matthew Edward Loh, Chief Sustainability Officer, VE Capital and Company

14:15
Keynote Lecture -
Using The Power of Sport to Change The World 
Erica Kerner, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, SailGP

14:45
Keynote Lecture -
Navigating Sustainability from the Top 
Sovann Giang, Senior Director, RSM Singapore

15:15 Break

15:40

Brainstorming Session - 
Creating Measurable Impact for Your Sustainability Efforts
Fabien Cousteau, Aquanaut, Oceanographic Explorer, Environmental 
Advocate, Founder of the Fabien Cousteau Ocean Learning Center and
Proteus Ocean Group

16:40 Afternoon tea



PROGRAMME

Time Activity

17:00

Closing Remarks - 
Fabien Cousteau, Aquanaut, Oceanographic Explorer, Environmental 
Advocate, Founder of the Fabien Cousteau Ocean Learning Center and
Proteus Ocean Group

Julian Chang, President, International SeaKeepers Society, Asia

17:30 End of TOCS (Day 2)

Time Activity

19:00 Arrival of guests

19:30
Welcome Note
Arthur Tay, Chairman and CEO, SUTL Group

19:45
Opening Performance
Pianist prodigy, Mikkel Myer Lee

20:00 Blue Water Heroes Award Showcase

20:20 Blue Water Heroes Award Ceremony

21:00
Live Performance
Jazz Vocalist, Joanna Dong

21:20 Networking cocktail session 

22:00 End of BWE (Day 2)

DAY 2: 4 November 2022 (Glass Marquee)
Blue Water EduFest (BWE)



DAY 3: 5 November 2022 (Glass Marquee)
Blue Water EduFest (BWE)

PROGRAMME

Time Activity

19:00 Arrival of guests

19:30
Welcome Note
Arthur Tay, Chairman and CEO, SUTL Group

19:45
Opening Performance
Pianist prodigy, Mikkel Myer Lee

20:00
WWF Singapore
Showcase of Conservation Projects (Sharks & Rays)

20:20
Live Performance 
Jazz Vocalist, Joanna Dong

20:50 Networking cocktail session

DAY 4: 6 November 2022 (ONE°15 Marina Sentosa Cove)
Marina Clean Up

Time Activity

08:45 Registration

09:00 Safety Briefing at Constellation Ballroom

09:45 Grouping and change into dive gear

10:15 Marina Clean Up

11:30 Weighing of trash, wash up
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Fabien is well known for his study of sharks. From 2000-2002, he was an Explorer-at-
Large for National Geographic and collaborated on a TV special aimed at changing public 
conceptions about sharks called, “Attack of the Mystery Shark”. In 2003-2006, he produced 
the documentary, “Mind of a Demon”, that aired on CBS. With the help of a large crew, 
Fabien created a 14-foot,1,200-pound, lifelike shark submarine called “Troy” that enabled 
him to immerse himself inside the shark world, providing viewers with a rare view of the 
mysterious and often misunderstood creatures.

For the next four years (2006-2010), Fabien was part of a multi-hour series for PBS called, 
“Ocean Adventures” with his father, Jean-Michel Cousteau, and sister, Céline, inspired by his 
grandfather’s famous 1978 PBS series, “The Cousteau Odyssey”. In the following years, and 
as a member of multiple cause-driven and charitable boards, Fabien has been working with 
local communities and children worldwide to help restore local water ecosystems.

In 2014, Fabien and his team of aquanauts embarked on Mission 31, the longest science 
expedition to take place at Aquarius, the world’s only underwater marine laboratory located 
in the Florida Keys. Fabien’s Mission 31 broke new ground in ocean exploration and honored 
the 50th anniversary of his grandfather’s original underwater living experiment (Conshelf Two) 
by going deeper, longer and further, while broadcasting the Mission live on multiple channels 
educating and exposing the world to the adventure and mystique of our blue planet.

Early in 2016 he founded the Fabien Cousteau Ocean Learning Center to fulfill his dream of 
creating a vehicle to make a positive change in the world. Currently he is working on multiple 
projects and dedicates much of his time to his non-profit and PROTEUS™, the International 
Space Station of the Ocean.

Aquanaut, Oceanographic Explorer, Environmental 
Advocate, Founder of the Fabien Cousteau Ocean 
Learning Center and Proteus Ocean Group Asia

Keynote Speaker

Fabien Cousteau

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Surviving the Climate Crisis in the Heart of Ocean Biodiversity

Synopsis:
All trends show that the world is unlikely to meet the 1.5-degree Celsius warming target set 
by the Paris Agreement. One of the most vulnerable of all earth’s ecosystems – and clearest 
indicators of our progress to save the planet – is our coral reefs. As they provide shoreline 
protection to coastal communities, and food and economic security to billions of people, there 
is a real and urgent need to safeguard these coral reef ecosystems from potential collapse. In 
this session, we will discuss how climate change affects coastal communities and the economy 
in the Coral Triangle and dive into collective and individual actions that can form the basis of 
innovative approaches to address this issue.

Global Coral Reef Initiative Leader, 
WWF Oceans Practice

Speaker

Carol Phua

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Marine Biodiversity Conservation in a Changing Climate

Synopsis:
In a world that grows increasingly warmer and more degraded by human activities, the triple 
threats of climate change, biodiversity loss, and decline of ocean health have reinforced each 
other in a downward spiral. Recognising that each of these issues is interconnected means 
that we can begin to pinpoint policy changes and governmental actions that treat these three 
problems as one. As a key driver in Singapore’s adoption of a proactive, balanced and 
forward-looking approach to coastal and marine environment-related policy, management, 
and research-direction issues, The Coastal and Marine Branch under National Biodiversity 
Centre (NBC) is committed towards conserving our native biodiversity and helping to protect 
the natural ecosystems in other parts of the world by working with partners and stakeholders. 
In this session, we will discuss ways to collaboratively address conservation challenges and 
long-term adaptation approaches for marine biodiversity conservation.

Director of the Coastal and Marine and Terrestrial 
Branches, National Biodiversity Centre, National 
Parks Board (NParks) Asia

Speaker

Dr Karenne Tun

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
The National Action Strategy on Marine Litter

Synopsis:
From loss of biodiversity to degradation of coastal ecosystems, marine litter poses numerous 
environmental, economic, health, cultural and aesthetics threats. As a first step to formalize 
our actions as a nation to address this issue, Singapore released its first National Action 
Strategy on Marine Litter which outlines actions and measures to address 6 priority areas: 
Reduction of land-based sources of litter; Reduction of sea-based sources of litter; Circular 
economy approach; Research and development; Maintaining and strengthening outreach and 
stakeholder engagement; International engagement and collaboration. MSE will continue to 
work with our 3P partners – People, Public, Private – to co-create sustainable solutions to our 
environmental challenges.

Divisional Director, International Policy Division 
Ministry of Sustainability and Environment (MSE)

Speaker

Hazri Hassan

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Building Capability for Sustainability Efforts through Education

Synopsis:
Over half of all marine species are in danger of extinction and the aquatic environment 
should be a top priority in efforts to combat global climate crisis. Education is the foundation 
of these efforts: it provides the human expertise for this arduous task and helps create general 
awareness for ground up initiatives to bring the public, governments and industry together. 
Over the last 7 years in Singapore, Republic Polytechnic has been running a diploma in 
marine science and aquaculture, now rebranded as Diploma in Environmental and Marine 
Science, to better integrate all the elements of environment protection and sustainability. By 
working closely with stakeholders, we hope to contribute meaningfully to Singapore’s Green 
Plan by equipping our youths with the knowledge and skillsets to tackle environmental issues 
in the years to come.

Programme Chair DMAC, Republic Polytechnic

Speaker

Dr Steven Fong

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
The Power of Partnerships in Ocean Conservation

Synopsis:
There will be no healthy planet without a healthy ocean. Coral reefs are home to 25% of the 
ocean’s biodiversity and support over a billion people worldwide, yet our reefs are on the 
frontline of climate change. Protecting the world’s reefs requires two strategies: tackling the root 
cause of climate change by reducing global emissions, and making coral reefs more resilient 
through the adaptation, restoration and protection of critical habitats. As collaboration is our 
pathway to scaling impact, The Great Barrier Reef Foundation is partnering with First Nations 
and local communities to elevate nature-based solutions and working closely with industry, 
philanthropists and governments to unlock investment and accelerate efforts, and connecting 
partners across our project design and delivery to ensure successful outcomes.

Managing Director, The Great Barrier Reef 
Foundation

Speaker

Anna Marsden 

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Investing in a Sustainable Blue Economy

Synopsis:
To have healthy and abundant oceans, we need to complement ocean preservation efforts with 
a sustainable blue economy, which seeks to promote economic growth, social inclusion and 
improvement of livelihoods while ensuring environmental sustainability of the marine ecosystem. 
This is particularly relevant to the ASEAN region, due to its geographical composition. Both 
private and public capital is needed to drive this initiative, presenting exciting opportunities for 
investors, including access to fast-growing technologies and innovations such as sustainable 
aquaculture, marine transport, water treatment and management, and plastic alternatives.

Global Head of Sustainable Investing, 
Citi Global Wealth

Speaker

Harlin Singh

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
rPlastics - The Solution to a Global Crisis

Synopsis:
The waste currently polluting the oceans and ruining its biodiversity is the single biggest 
threat facing our planet, and plastic waste has to be dealt with first and foremost. The current 
reformation resulting from a multitude of global crises, coupled with incoming global legislations 
and demand for sustainable urgency, have brought recycled plastic on par with virgin plastics 
in terms of economic and business valuations. As a group of sustainable material engineering 
companies on a mission to eliminate virgin plastics and empower a global circular economy, 
Archwey believes that the opportunities that recycled plastics, or rPlastics, offer in global 
decarbonisation efforts have yet to be fully realised. In his keynote, Mr Alen will share case 
studies successfully accomplishing this across multiple industries.

Director of Global Sales, Archwey

Speaker

Alen Lim

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Conservation in Tourism

Synopsis:
Sea Communities is an enterprise that works with the village community in Les, north Bali, to 
demonstrate that conservation of the environment can lead to better, sustainable livelihoods. 
Sea Communities creates tourism and educational programs that revolve around pro-active 
environmental and social action. Starting with the rehabilitation of cyanide-poisoned reefs 
with the fisherfolk who reformed from cyanide fishing, to teaching English in schools and adult 
classes, computer literacy and the building of school infrastructure to creating higher value 
salt farming and immersive internships for overseas universities, Sea Communities is today 
a model of conscious tourism creating new and better income opportunities for subsistence 
farmers, fisherfolk and women.

Co-Founder, Sea Communities

Speaker

Elaine Kwee

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Why Double Materiality Matters

Synopsis:
There is increasing realisation that biodiversity loss is as much a systemic risk as climate 
change. Using the double materiality approach, this session discusses how corporates 
should embrace biodiversity as a material topic and maps how biodiversity loss can impact 
businesses. Equally, it is crucial that investors assess both the risks and opportunities as well 
the impacts of their own investments on biodiversity.

Chief Sustainability Officer, SDAX

Speaker

Tan Bee Lay

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Resolving Threats to Our Oceans with Innovative Inland Solutions

Synopsis:
As our generation embarks on building a circular sustainable economy, a sustainable approach 
toward marine life is important, and how we live on land can create a big impact on our fragile 
marine ecosystem. From the extracting of resources and transportation to growing input and 
energy consumption, the way we consume and utilise our land resources can greatly affect 
our ocean health. Let’s look at how innovative solutions can enable us to live a regenerative 
lifestyle for sustainable growth.

Chief Sustainability Officer, VE Capital Asia and 
Company

Speaker

Matthew Edward Loh

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Using the Power of Sport to Change the World

Synopsis:
SailGP is the world’s most exciting racing on water, featuring national teams battling in 
short, intense races at iconic stadium-style venues across the globe. Arriving in Singapore 
for the Singapore Sail Grand Prix on January 14-15 2023, the high-tech, high-speed action 
showcases sailing’s best athletes racing in identical hydrofoiling F50 catamarans, flying at 
speeds approaching 100 km/h. The league uses its global platform to champion a better 
world powered by nature, with a focus on accelerating the transition to clean energy. SailGP 
is the first sport to integrate positive impact into its global league with the ground-breaking 
Impact League – a second leaderboard which runs alongside the Season Championship and 
rewards teams for the positive actions they take to reduce their overall carbon footprint and 
accelerate inclusivity. 

Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, 
SailGP

Speaker

Erica Kerner

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS



Title:
Navigating Sustainability from the Top

Synopsis:
“Sustainability” has evolved from simple acts of doing good and conducting charitable events 
into a concept that encompasses three factors - Environment, Social and Governance - and 
particularly climate-change related considerations for strategic decision-making to ensure long 
term sustainability of the business. Leaders are expected to integrate ESG considerations into 
their business and chart a feasible and achievable strategic roadmap for the business to 
embark on, which is no easy feat thanks to a lack of specialised talents and the complexity 
of contextualising sustainability goals into business. Thankfully, leaders are supported by an 
ecosystem to develop sustainable goals and continuously improve and integrate ESG into their 
businesses - let’s explore this.

Senior Director, RSM Singapore. Lead of Board 
Leadership Advisory, Lead of Climate-Change & 
Sustainability Service, & Co-Lead of Not-for-Profit 
Service

Speaker

Sovann Giang

SPEAKERS PROFILES AND SYNOPSIS
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BLUE WATER HEROES AWARD - FINALISTS

Achievements:

1) Early Career Conservationist  
 Award, 2022.
2) Early Career Fellow, 2022.
3) Nominated, Pew Fellowship  
 for Marine Conservation, 2021.
4) Nominated, Ocean   
 Discovery Award in   
 Southeast Asia, 2020.
5) Best Presentation Award,  
 Student Conference on  
 Conservation Science   
 (SCCS), New York, 2020.

Achievements:

1) Recipient of the Singapore Youth  
 Award 2019.
2) She was selected as the only  
 Singaporean TED Fellow for the  
 Class of 2017, and gave her TED  
 talk in Vancouver, Canada.
3) Member of the senior leadership  
 group of Marine Conservation  
 Committee.

Profile:

· Co-founded Thresher Shark Indonesia in 2018.
· Conserve thresher sharks at Alor, East Nusa Tenggara 
· Providing policy recommendations through the   
 studies of satellite and acoustic tagging technology,  
 underwater surveys, giving alternative livelihood   
 solutions for shark-dependent communities in Indonesia. 
· Work closely with local communities, governments,  
 businesses, scientists, filmmakers, and other NGOs to  
 develop long-term solutions that protect endangered  
 shark species.

Profile:

· Her passion led to the genesis of two restocking    
 programmes in Singapore, to breed and raise young   
 clams for putting back onto our reefs.
· Volunteers with TeamSeagrass and Reef Friends to    
 promote marine conservation and educate volunteers.
Research projects that highlight marine pollution:

· Reducing marine litter by addressing the management of the plastic value chain in   
 South-East Asia (SEA circular).
· Microbial transformation of plastics in Southeast Asian seas: a hazard and a solution.
· Advancing mariculture of Indo-Pacific species for research, conservation, and   
 sustainable aquarium trade.
· Desktop assessment of the state of knowledge for marine aquaculture in a tropical urban   
 port environment.
· Revealing the genetic connectivity of endangered giant clams in Malaysia for   
 transboundary conservation.

Rafid Shidqi 

Dr Neo Mei Lin

Co-Founder and Project Leader
Thresher Shark Indonesia

Marine Ecologist, Senior Research Fellow



Achievements:

1) Singapore’s National Research  
 Foundation Fellow (Class of 2022).
2) Nanyang Assistant Professorship,  
 NTU. Integrating multiscale reef  
 functions in Southeast Asia, 2021.
3) AXA Postdoctoral Research  
 Fellowship, AXA Research Fund,  
 NTU. Linking ecological change  
 and coastal vulnerability on coral  
 reefs in Southeast Asia, 2019.

Achievements:

Received funding from National 
Geographic Society, Ocean 
Conservancy, Global Ghost Gear 
Initiative, World Bank to support her 
field work in Myeik Archipelago.

Profile:

· Assistant Professor Kyle Morgan is a tropical
 marine scientist with broad interests in coastal   
 geomorphology and marine ecology. Since joining  
 the Asian School of the Environment as a Research   
 Fellow under NRF’s Marine Science Research and   
 Development Programme, and continuing as the AXA  
 and Presidential Research Fellow, Kyle has focused on  
 understanding the impacts of environmental change  
 on coral reefs in Southeast Asia – and globally. 
· His research area is unique in that he combines   
 ecological and geological methodologies to   
 understand how living corals influence long-term
 coral reef bioconstruction and ecosystem functionality.

Profile:

· Founded Myanmar’s first non-profit ocean conservation   
 organization, Myanmar Ocean Project in late 2018.
· Worked closely with the Department of Fisheries,    
 Flora & Fauna International and Istituto Oikos to    
 survey the Myeik Archipelago (Andaman Sea -    
 South of Thailand) removing nearly 1,800 kg of    
 harmful fishing nets. 
· Discarded fishing gear for a World Bank project    
 about plastics pollution in Myanmar.
· Active on social media -  showcasing awareness of   
 the marine conservation work happening around the   
 coasts of Myanmar.

BLUE WATER HEROES AWARD - FINALISTS

Kyle M Morgan

Thanda Ko Gyi

Assistant Professor (NRF), Principal Investigator
Asian School of the Environment / Earth Observatory of Singapore (EOS), 
NTU

NGO Founder and Director, Myanmar Ocean Project



Achievements:

1) 2014 Pew Fellowship in Marine  
 Conservation—the first Malaysian  
 to have received this award
2) National Youth Premier Award in  
 2014 by the Malaysian  
 government
3) 2018, she made the shortlist  
 for the inaugural Women Of The  
 Future Southeast Asia Awards 
 

Achievements:

1) Board Members of South East Asia  
 Leadership Academy (SEALA).
2) Part of the inaugural cohort of The  
 Obama Leaders Asia-Pacific  
 program.
3) Gen.T 2020 Honouree.

Profile:

· The MareCet Research is the first and only non-profit  
 NGO in Malaysia that is dedicated to the research and  
 conservation of marine mammals.
· It strives to work to protect marine mammals and their  
 fragile habitats, provide a platform for building local  
 conservation leadership talent, work with stakeholders  
 to optimise conservation outcomes for all involved,   
 and promote ocean stewardship within society at large  
 in Malaysia.
· MareCet is now recognised locally and globally   
 as one of the leading organisations for marine
 biodiversity conservation in the region.

Profile:

· The Foundation that aims to improve the overall ecosystem  
 in the Anambas, both underwater and terrestrial, as well 
 as sustainably lifting the community’s welfare. 
· It protect and rehabilitate the ecosystem of the Anambas  
 archipelago (Northeast of Batam Island) and elevate the  
 communities’ welfare.
· Work: Turtle and mangrove conservation, reef restoration  
 and rehabilitation.

BLUE WATER HEROES AWARD - FINALISTS

Dr Louisa Ponnampalam

Marcellinus Jerry Winata

Executive Director & Co-Founder, 
The MareCet Research Organization

Founder, Head of Foundation
Bawah Anambas Foundation



Achievements:

Gen.T Leader of Tomorrow, named as 
one of the 300 honourees in the Gen.T 
List 2021, curated by Tatler, featuring 
trailblazing entrepreneurs and creatives 
who are driving positive impact and 
catalysing change in Asia.

Achievements:

1) 2016 Green Talents awardee –  
 hosted by German Federal Ministry  
 of Education and Research (BMBF).
2) He is a highly published author— 
 has 17 publications to his  
 credit—and has successfuly  
 worked on four projects on marine  
 ecology and conservation.

Profile:

· Based in Bacolod City and Negros Occidental,   
 Philippines, it ensures the long-term conservation of the  
 marine and terrestrial environment in the Philippines  
 through education and alleviating poverty.
· Dave leads the implementation of projects focused on  
 reducing ocean plastic funded by USAID, GIZ, and  
 the EU. Activities include advocating for zero-waste  
 and circular enterprises, including micro businesses that  
 are innovating to reduce single-use plastic waste from  
 their  operations.

Profile:

· Deo was the chief scientist of the Protect WPS (Predicting   
 Responses between Ocean Transport and Ecological   
 Connectivity of Threatened ecosystems in the West    
 Philippine Sea) expedition group.
· Deo has participated in a number of scientific expeditions.   
 Among others, he was involved with the Joint Ocean Ice   
 Studies and Beaufort Gyre Exploration Project. 
· He rose to global attention in March 2021 and become   
 one of the first two people to descend into Emden Deep,   
 a section of the Philippine Trench – 3rd deepest part of   
 the world.

BLUE WATER HEROES AWARD - FINALISTS

Dave Albao

Dr Deo Florence Onda

Executive Director
Philippine Reef and Rainforest Conservation Foundation

Microbial Oceanographer
Philippines Marine Science Institute



Achievements:

Contributed over SGD $50,000 to over 
50 conservation projects in the region 
and impacted over 5,200 individuals in 
local communities.

Covered in Prestige, Today Online, 
Microsoft News, Elle Singapore

Achievements:

1) Made it on Forbes Indonesia’s   
 Most Inspiring Women 2017 list.
2) Was invited the same year to the   
 UN headquarters for World   
 Oceans Day.
3) Named 25 Most Influential Teens   
 of 2018 by Time magazine.
4) Gen.T honouree - 2017 and 2019.
5) 2019-2020 National Geographic   
 Young Explorer.
6) In 2020 Melati was an invited   
 speaker at the World Economic   
 Forum in Davos.

Profile:

· Founded Seastainable in 2017.
· The social enterprise supports marine conservation in  
 Southeast Asia — particularly in the Philippines, Indonesia,  
 Brunei, Singapore, and Malaysia.
· It drives awareness through educational workshops,  
 events and talks and promotes sustainable alternatives to  
 everyday disposable items through its e-store. Part of the  
 profits provides financial assistance to regional projects  
 that aim to enrich and strengthen coastal communities.
· Organised World Cleanup Day supported by social  
 organisations and marine conservation warriors in SG.

Profile:

· Started “Bye Bye Plastic Bags” (BBPB) in 2013 with her  
 sister Isabel, when they were 12 and 10 years old. It is 
 to stop single use of plastic bags and focuses on  
 education, campaigns and political meetings. 
· BBPB has set up multiple initiatives and volunteer teams  
 across 25 locations around the globe. They organized  
 the largest ever beach cleanup with 12,000 volunteers  
 in 2017.
· Melati also started the people-powered movement
 (One Island One Voice), which has cleaned up beaches  
 all over the island of Bali and Mountain Mamas.

BLUE WATER HEROES AWARD - FINALISTS

Samantha Thian

Melati Riyanto Wijsen

CEO, Founder
Seastainable

Co-Founder
Bye Bye Plastic Bags



Singaporean singer, actress and host Joanna Dong became a household name in 2017 after 
placing third in popular singing competition, Sing! China.

Her sold-out, two-night concert in 2018 for the EP So Here I Am toured successfully in Asia. 
Joanna is well regarded by music industry peers and was a featured performer with the 
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Singapore Chinese Orchestra, Jazz Association of Singapore 
Orchestra, and Dingyi Music. This year, she also wowed audiences with her vision in her debut 
as show director for her Lunar New Year themed concert “You Must Believe In Spring”, held 
at the Marina Bay Sands Theatre. An ambassador for SPOP Sing! and mentor on the second 
season of The Great Singapore Replay, Joanna actively impacts aspiring musical talents.

In recognition of her work in music, Joanna was awarded the “Artistic Excellence Award” at 
the 25th COMPASS (Composers and Authors Society of Singapore) Awards Presentation. As 
a bilingual actor and host, Joanna has received various film, stage and television awards for 
her work, such as the Best Entertainment Hostess at the 2019 Asia Rainbow TV Awards.

Joanna graduated with Honours in Sociology from the National University of Singapore. She 
founded Do Be Do Di, an arts and entertainment company, in 2019.

In the short time of his musical career so far, he has won gold and first prize at the Golden 
Classical Award Competition and Crescendo International Music Competition. At the tender 
age of nine, he gave his first public solo concert in 2022 at the Esplanade- Theatres on the 
Bay, which was a sell-out and at the same concert, he set the record of being the youngest to 
play the complete Chopin 24 Preludes. Most recently, he has again sold out his biggest show 
to date at the Victoria Concert Hall, creating history again taking on two concertos in a single 
concert accompanied by a full orchestra.

ENTERTAINMENT ARTISTES

JOANNA DONG

MIKKEL MYER LEE

Singer, TV Presenter, Theatre Actress

Musician, Artist



SPONSORS

Citi Private Bank is dedicated to serving worldly and wealthy individuals 
and families, providing customized private banking across borders. 
With around $500 billion in total client business, the franchise serves 
clients across 50 cities in over 100 countries.

Citi Private Bank helps clients grow and preserve wealth, finance 
assets, make cash work harder, safeguard assets, preserve legacies, 
and serve family and family business needs. The firm offers clients 
products and services covering capital markets, managed investments, 
portfolio management, trust and estate planning, investment finance, 
banking and aircraft finance, art advisory finance and sports finance.

Archwey is the sustainable materials engineering group on a mission 
to eliminate virgin plastics from the world. Founded in 2022, Archwey 
is the holding group of Arch & Hook, Shieldler, and PlasticBean, three 
sustainable materials engineering companies that supply ground-
breaking sustainable solutions for the manufacturing, display and 
transportation of products in fashion, retail, hospitality and healthcare. 
Utilising its GRS-certified  plastic solution BLUEWAVE®, in the last 18 
months, Archwey recycled and cleaned 32,500 tonnes of plastic, 
creating innovative materials and beautiful new products from waste.

SDAX is a MAS regulated investment platform serving institutional, 
accredited and retail investors where they provide access to uniquely 
curated assets that are only available to the most discerning.

Their strength lies in real estate, ESG and impactful investment 
opportunities, and they partner with companies and institutions to 
raise capital efficiently.

Events Partner is a leading provider of premium modern event furniture 
rental used in events & exhibitions industry in Singapore since 2011. 
Lovers of good furniture design made to create a lasting impression, 
they offer modern & exquisite event furnishings from acclaimed 
designers around the world, providing quality furniture rental for any 
events. Give yourself an unfair advantage, and let them make you 
look good, by design.



Green Lab is Southeast Asia’s first ever one-stop  eco-solution. As 
Singapore’s leading supply chain for quality eco-friendly products, 
they create new and exciting possibilities for corporations to realise a 
sustainable future. 

SPONSORS

Nanyang Inc. was established in 1965 and through the years, have built 
a solid reputation for quality and service. Every memorable event bears 
the signature of their premium services. Embracing new opportunities 
and challenges, they search for greater heights as a professional service 
provider.

Pulina Exclusive Interiors is an Italian design and architecture studio 
specializing in delivering prestigious projects such as private residences, 
hotels, and luxury yachts. Involved in a large number of projects 
throughout Europe, the Far East, and The Middle East.

After years of collaboration with the highest qualified Italian 
craftsmanship, through the design and construction stages as well as 
incorporating high end brands in the projects, uniqueness is the keyword 
that expresses their way of designing luxury interiors.

Pulina Exclusive Interiors is passionate about finding new forms and 
materials, making the projects an experience of excitement and 
discovery for the client to guarantee a unique Italian signature. 

EDPR Sunseap is the largest and most established clean energy solutions 
provider in Singapore, with regional operations in South East Asia 
Pacific. They currently have a portfolio of pipeline and completed 
projects that is close to 2 GigaWatt-peak (GWp) of solar projects in 
Singapore and around the South East Asia and Pacific region.

Backed by institutional equity investors, venture capitalists and financial 
institutions, they have the resources to create a dedicated and bankable 
solution for their customers. From solar photovoltaic (PV) installations, 
to offsite clean energy supply, energy efficiency solutions, and project 
financing, their integrated and holistic approach will solve your energy 
needs and create added value for any business.

Sunseap is part of EDP Renewables (Euronext: EDPR), a global leader in 
the renewable energy sector and one of the world’s largest renewable 
energy producer.



SPONSORS

A world-class collection of premium New Zealand made tonic waters 
and mixers. All-natural, low in sugar, and inspired by an authentic 
1903 recipe. 

We began with a genuine family history, and worked with the best 
global distillers and bartenders to create a collection based on tradition, 
with an obsession for creating exceptional drinking experiences.

Pernod Ricard is a convivial, responsible and successful global wine and 
spirits group. Number 2 worldwide with a clear ambition to become the 
leader of our sector, we have one of the most comprehensive portfolios of 
the industry with 240 premium brands available in over 160 countries.

Bentley Motors is the most sought-after luxury car brand in the world. From 
its unmistakable presence on the road to unparalleled craftsmanship, every 
Bentley, hand-built in Crewe, England, is the epitome of high luxury and 
performance.

Bentley’s ground-breaking Beyond100 strategy aims to be end-to-end 
carbon neutral by 2030, with Crewe operations climate positive thereafter. 
Being at the forefront of progress is part of its DNA and Bentley will continue 
to lead through its Beyond100 strategy and set a benchmark for the world’s 
luxury car industry.



END


